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These distinct age groups (or finer differentiations if possible) should be
reflected in the development and review of licensees’ statements of purpose as well
any FCC-developed guidance materials or standards related to meeting the
obligations under CTA.

While we would support the development of specific guidance standards, we
believe that other evidence should also be considered in reviewing how stations are
fulfilling their obligations under CTA. We strongly support the concepts to which the
inquiry refers, namely

regularly-scheduled

standard length programming

explicitly designed to serve as an educational or informational purpose with
entertainment as a secondary function, not vise versa.

NAEYC supports the adoption of staff processing guidelines that stipulate a
baseline for "core” programming. Given diversity of needs of different viewers,
careful consideration is necessary. For example, 1/2 hour for toddlers does little to
meet teen needs. Meeting each group’s needs with 1 hour per week leaves 20 minutes
per week for each of 3 age groups—an outcome not in keeping with the concept of
regularly scheduled, full-length programming. In keeping with the concept of a
regularly scheduled, standard-length core, we would suggest a minimum baseline of
2-1/2 hours per week (1/2 hour per weekday and one hour during the weekend).
Ideally, we believe that a minimum of 1/2 hour per day of a regularly scheduled
program with an explicitly educational or informational purpose should be available
for preschool viewers; similarly 1/2 hour per day (scheduled after regular school
hours) should also be available both for elementary viewers and teen viewers.

In addition, we suggest that the criteria might include evidence of systematic
input from parents, early childhood teachers and other service providers, public
school teachers and administrators, pediatricians, youth service organizations, and
other agencies or organizations concerned with children’s and family issues.
Examples of such evidence include an advisory panel or focus groups to provide
community input and guidance or active community involvement with children’s
services and projects.

In addition to considering the different age-related educational and
informational needs of children, we believe that adequately serving these needs
requires attention to specific circumstances and contexts of children’s lives. For
example, in the two weeks preceding the submission of these comments, television
newscasts were dominated bv stovies .of a random killer stalking the streets of







